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system of Insurance, and to the fact that I had during
recent years been in the forefront of all the political
controversies of the day. The residue were known
to Parliamentarians and to keen politicians outside ;
but I doubt whether one in ten 'of the men in
the trenches could tell you what office they held or
even to what Party they belonged.

The men known to the general public amongst
Conservatives were also few. Foremost amongst
them were Mr. Bonar Law, Mr. Balfour, and Sir
Edward Carson. These were prominent figures as
far as the nation at large was concerned. Several
others were more or less known to those who were
interested in politics ; Lord Curzon, Mr. Walter
Long, Mr. Austen Chamberlain, and Lord Robert
Cecil stood high in the councils of the Party, while
Lord Milner made a special appeal to the young
intelligentsia. The Diehard element also trusted
him in the essentials of the faith. That is more
than could be said of Lord Curzon, who inspired
a distrust which in some not uninfluential Tory
quarters amounted to detestation. Incidentally it
was this bloc which ultimately barred his way to
Premiership in 1923.

Lord Lansdowne was one of the elder statesmen of
the Party who was more respected than followed.
His sword was never very formidable in action; it
was now only useful to return the salute. The
direction in which it was waveringly pointed was
no longer heeded by the exclusive regiment he once
led, Bonar Law, Carson and Balfour between them
commanded the trust and obedience of every section
of the Party, and where they went on any patriotic
enterprise which did not cross a fundamental
Tory principle, the whole Party would follow. The